
 

 

 

 

 

 As research shows, the atmosphere in a school is not always friendly to children. The study, which 

involved 55 schools across the country, teachers and parents, students pointed to the different 

types of school violence. For students, the violence means extortion, racketeering, beatings, abuse, 

the use of force, sexual assault, and after all mentioned - threats, insults, taunts and bans.  
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 Based on the statements of children of different ages, the research team concludes about the 

incidence of violence at school. From all 1150 of statements of children only 190 students 

responded that «Everything is quite at school», it consists only 16.6 % from all statements. Thereby, 

the incidence of school violence in Kyrgyzstan is 83.4%. 

 The answers of students at the school showed that there are different kinds of violence: physical, 

psychological and sexual. The most common types of violence among children are the psychological 

violence in form of verbal abuse and humiliation, as well as in form of intimidation and threats. 

Racketeering /extortion of money and things stands on the second place by the number of 

responses. Prevalent is dedovshina – exploitation of the younger by the seniors - it can be put by the 

number of responses on the third place. Further, children mark the physical violence among 

children, when they are beaten at school. In addition, students mentioned sexual violence.  

 This situation is related to the ongoing violence in schools by teachers and between students. 

Students pointed to the facts of violence from teachers. Children experience psychological violence 

from the teachers, when student is compared with others, speak ill of the appearance of the pupil, 

ridicule, put in a corner, suppress initiative. Teachers use physical violence when they can strike 
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with a pointer, cuff, and pull ears. Only a small percentage of children showed that there have been 

no cases of improper behavior of teachers in their schools:  0.5% of high school students and 0.8% 

of middle school students.  

Statements 9-11 

classes 

5-8  

classes 

 

suppress initiative 6.1% 7.2% 

punish for wrong answer 8.1% 9.3% 

speak ill of the appearance of the pupil  21% 16.8% 

ridicule 8% 5.2% 

Insult by humiliating and obscene words 4.2% 3.4% 

clench their teeth 4.7% 2.3% 

when student is compared with others 29% 29.9% 

put in a corner 10.2% 16.5% 

can strike with a pointer, cuff, and pull ears 8.2% 8.5% 

nothing  0.5% 0.8% 

give “bad” marks  0.3% 

 

 Students are not only just witnesses of the ongoing violence in school, victims of abuse, but also 

they make it themselves. So, 188 high school students (or 30% from total quantity of high school 

students) and 58 (or 23% from total quantity of middle school students) middle school students, the 

children indicated that they were victims of violence and acted violently themselves.  

 The study showed that, despite the fact that mostly students do not make a difference with whom 

they learn, however, among the students there are discriminatory attitudes to the other students 

on the grounds of health limits, wealth, language or religion, race. This demonstrates the defects of 

the educational school system.  

 Violence occurs among students, because students are experiencing negative feelings toward 

school and other students. Such an attitude toward school, of course, associates with feelings of 

rejection, rejection among students and peers, which may be caused due to the current violence at 

home or at school.  

 
 High school students are exposed to insults and humiliation, students of middle school to extortion 

/ racketeering. Dedovshina was noted more by high school students. Physical violence is spread 

more among middle school students.  

 

 Teachers also give evidences of violence in schools, indicating in their statements the present 

violence by adults against children, violence among children themselves, and have noted the 

various types of violence that are taking place in school: physical and psychological violence, 

extortion and discrimination, dedovshina and exploitation of child labor. There are cases of pressure 

by teachers on pupils, as specified (6% of teachers – “often and rare”). Most often, in the opinion of 

teachers, violence is done by the one in school. In addition, 50% of teachers encountered cases 



where school senior levy a tribute to primary school students, although this is, in their opinion, is 

"rarely."  

 

 On prevalence of school violence indicate the number of parents, informed about cases of violence 

at school, which is 53.1% of the total number of parents-respondents. In addition, parents single out 

economic violence in schools, physical, mental abuse and sexual violence among schoolchildren. 

 

 
 

 Teachers in their statements indicated on the present violence by adults against children, violence 

among children themselves, and have noted the various types of violence that are taking place in 

school: physical and psychological violence, extortion and discrimination, dedovshina and 

exploitation of child labor. Most often, in the opinion of teachers, violence is done by the one in 

school. 

 

 According to the students’ statements (total 1253 answers), violence begins from the first until the 

graduating classes. But, most of all, violence is widespread in the eighth - ninth grade, then in the 

fifth - sixth grade. These classes are characterized by transition, crisis period. For the eighth - ninth 

grade - is the age period of transition, for the fifth - it is associated with the change of the structure 

of the educational process. Both are painful and psychologically complex processes for students.  

 
Table. Prevalence of school violence at classes. 

 

Students statements 9-11 classes 5-8 classes 

From 1st class 4.8% 3.6% 

From 3-4 classes 2% 1.6% 

From 5-6 classes 17.9% 18.2% 

From 8-9 classes 55.9% 45.7% 

At high classes  9.5% 10.1% 

Other 9.9% 19.4% 



 

 

 According to senior students (27.2%) and middle school (29.5%), the aggressors are often seniors 

and those who study badly (22.6% - high school students and 27.5% of middle school students). In 

addition, students indicated that the aggressors can be their physically developed classmates 

(20.5% - high school students and 21.8% - of middle school students).  

 

 Students say that mostly victims of violence are physically weak boys / girls, because they cannot 

resist to physically strong children. Physically weak children may show uncertainty in relations with 

peers, and even more with older students, who use it and hurt them. Newcomers to the school are 

often uncertain because of the unfamiliar environment, lack of friends, so they are also victims of 

abuse. These two categories of children received the greatest number of claims. Based on the 

characteristics of these groups of children, we can conclude that the violence can be provoked by 

physical and psychological weakness caused by uncertainty, the manifestations of victimization 

between children. Schoolchildren also noted other groups, often the opposite: the presence of 

permanent money and their lack, well-dressed children and the poor, children who study well and 

those who study badly. Students also pointed out children of other nationalities, even children from 

single-parent families. This suggests that all groups of students, on whatever grounds they are 

divided, in principle, have no special significance for aggressors: the violence manifests itself in 

relation to all groups of children, but takes different forms.  

 

 Causes of school violence in the first place, senior students (21.8%) and middle school (22.9%) 

believe is a demonstration of violence in movies and on television, where such relationships are 

shown as normal. Taking into account the results of this study, which found that most of the time 

children spend watching TV, spending an average from 2 to 4 hours each day, we can draw the 

conclusion that a cruel attitude in a society is often shaped by television that students then transfer 

into their lives.  

 

 The second factor of the presence of violence in school, the students believe is that violence - a 

phenomenon that has always been, is and will remain in school (16.9% of high school and 18% of 

middle school students). This fact indicates that students are faced with ill-treatment in all years of 

schooling, so they have the impression that violence has always been.  

 

 Students said another factor of violence is when boys and girls at all costs try to stand out, but they 

do not know other ways, but violence, according to 13.2% of high school students and 13% of 

middle school students. Often, school leadership takes not only informal character, in which various 

forms of oppression are used, when both girls and boys prove their superiority only through force.  

 

 On the fourth place among the school students is the statement that violence in school is affected 

by the gap between rich and poor, with 13.1% of high school students and 9.6% of middle classes 

students pointing this out. Unfortunately, social inequality is projected to school, but it is not right 

to say that only children from wealthy families or just from poor families are exposed to violence. It 

should be noted that in cases of violence on this ground, much depends on personal characteristics 



of the child. But, nevertheless, the students noted that they felt psychological pressure from the 

teachers when their parents cannot pay some school expenses.  

 

 Another factor, according to students, is that the culture of the society came under the influence of 

the criminal world with its values and types of relationships, as indicated 12.9% of high school 

students and 9.9% of middle school students. In this case, children, like adults, are evident of 

decrease in the overall level of culture and propagations of the cult of violence through various 

channels by the carrier being a crime with its values and types of relationships.  

 

 Next, students consider as the cause of violence in school the fact that many children live in families 

where violence is used, and they reproduce these relationships at school - so consider the 9.7% of 

high school students and 10.5% of middle school students. Domestic violence experienced by 

children, has continuation in schools: psychologists proved that children who experienced the 

violence, subsequently exert violence against others.  

 

 4.4% of high school students and 5% of middle school students believe that the causes of violence in 

schools is that parents do not tell their children that violence - it's bad. In families where parents are 

not involved in raising children, where the relationship between parents and children are under 

construction or in the permissive or authoritarian style, there are no boundaries between 

acceptable and unacceptable behavior. Therefore, the students note as the cause of school violence 

the absence of family education of the children of the approved social norms of behavior.  

 

 In last place among schoolchildren is the assertion that the whole society is based on the principle 

of violence, and the school reflects this relationship (4.8% - high school students and 2.8% - middle 

school students). Despite the fairly low percentage of children's allegations to this point, we see 

that a certain proportion of the children has the impression that the whole society is based on the 

principle of violence. This view is dangerous because it requires certain actions to prove such an 

attitude toward the world, and it will be violent relationship.  

 

 According to teachers, the principal cause of violence in schools is the promotion of violence in 

movies and on television. This is emphasized by 29.4% of teachers. The second main reason, 

according to teachers, is that the culture of the society came under the influence of the criminal 

world with its values and types of relations, say 14.8% of teachers. This assertion is important for 

teachers because, as carriers of spiritual and cultural values, public relations agents, teachers do see 

the impact of crime on society in whole, as well as the transfer of criminal relationships to school, in 

particular - racketeering, thieving slang among children,  "lookers after districts”, who look after the 

students.  

 

 Another reason, according to teachers, is increase in the social gap between rich and poor - at this 

pointed 14.6%.  

 

 On the fourth place, according to the number of allegations of teachers, is the assertion that many 

children live in families where violence is used, and they reproduce these relationships at school, as 

pointed 10.9% of the teachers.  



 

 8.7% of teachers believe that boys and girls it’s important to stand out at any cost, but they do not 

know other ways than violence. 

 

 Violence - a phenomenon that has always been, is and will remain in school, as consider 7.5% of the 

teachers. The assertion that the whole society is based on the principle of violence and the school 

reflects this relationship - think 6.4% of the teachers. Another reason for violence in schools is that 

parents do not tell children that the violence - it is bad, 5.9% of the teachers say.  

 

 Parents, in the first turn, pointed out the influence of television and the media promoting 

violence (21.4%), then the parents said the economic gap between rich and poor (20.8%). Another 

part of the parents (11.6%) noted the influence of the criminal world with its values and types of 

relationships, and in this relation, we can note the answers of 6.3% of parents who believe that 

society is based on the principle of violence, and the school reflects this relationship. 

 

 10.3% of surveyed parents believe that violence is the result of the fact that for boys and girls it’s 

important to stand out at any matter, but they do not know any other ways than violence.  

 

 10% of parents indicate that the influence of families where there is abuse between family 

members, and therefore children reproduce such behavior in school. 3.7% of parents point to the 

problem of education, which evidenced the manifestation of violence among children as a result of 

poor upbringing by parents; 2.9% of parents also believe that parents pay little attention to children 

so this became a disease of society.  

 

 As it can be seen, despite the different opinions between students, teachers and parents of 

students about the causes of school violence, everybody consider that the cause of violence, in their 

opinion, is the promotion of violence in movies and on television.  

  

 The study showed that most of their free time students spend watching TV. It is known that among 

the sources of violence, the most influential is the television. In a classic series of experiments, 

A.Bandura showed that violent scenes on television and movie screens increase the number of 

manifestations of aggressive behavior towards children and among children themselves. This also 

applies to the different reality-shows with elements of violence, live broadcasts of aggressive sports, 

crime chronicles. When watching such programs, the mechanism of imitation gets activated, when a 

child learns a model of enforced or sacrificial behavior. In addition, watching scenes of violence 

provokes not only aggression, but also an effect known in psychotherapy as "fatigue of 

compassion", "sensory overload".  

 

 Introduction of new technologies as Internet, computer games creates another form of abnormal 

behavior of children - the Internet-dependence, intrinsic only to teenagers. In addition, the analysis 

shows that almost all computer games are aimed at promoting violence that teenagers suffer at 

school. A big problem for schools is computer clubs that actually constitute gambling, regulated by 

no one and very widespread. Analysis of these computer games shows that at first place from 



students are games with scenes of violence: GTA, Counter Strike, The Godfather, and Killer. Then 

entertaining computer games: soccer, Zuma, maps, race.  

 

 The obtained data suggests that some children remain unreached by leisure-time activities in form 

of school sports clubs or art studios. The cause is not only a question of payment, but also the 

question of quality of provision by the teachers. On the other hand, few alternatives provided for 

the involvement of children by non-school organizations, which are most often located in regional 

centers or in urban areas. Formation of motivation of children for doing sport or in creative studios 

must also be one of the activities of pedagogical staff of schools; if this does not happen, then the 

students are left on their own. All this becomes a factor which pushes children to organize informal 

yard associations, which may be affected by other, not only positive authority, promoting violence.  

 

 Children in cases of violence at school, depending on age, intend to appeal to parents, friends and 

older brothers / sisters (middle school students). High school students intend to turn to friends, 

parents and teachers. The groups, specified by students, have some impact on students and enjoy 

their trust, which allows using this factor for the prevention of school violence.  

 

To what people will appeal students 
at case of school violence 

Senior students 
% 

Middle students 
% 

To elder brother/sister 9.4% 16.3% 

To parents 19.1% 21.7% 

To classmates  20.1% 19.1% 

To teacher 14,8% 10.3% 

To school director 
 

10.1% 12.1% 

To police 
 

11.6% 9.6% 

To ombudsman  
 

3.9% 3.4% 

To nobody  
 

9% 5.9% 

Solve problems myself 
 

2% 1.6% 

 

 

  If violence happens with their friends, students in the first place, will try to reassure them, and then 

together to take revenge. Thus, children are going to respond to violence with violence itself; it 

shows that students do not know other means.  

 


